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The Eastern Mediterranean
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Preview Section 1

If YOU lived there ...

You live in Izmir, Turkey, on the
Aegean Sea, but are traveling into the
far eastern part of the country called
eastern Anatolia. At home you are
used to a warm, dry Mediterranean
climate. You are surprised by the
colder and wetter climate you're
experiencing. Two mountain ranges
come together here, and you notice
that the peaks are covered with snow.

How does geography affect
climate in these two places?

Section 1

Consider effects on IZMIR'S

climate:

* Warm waters of sea help keep
temperatures warm.

+ Sea’s l:urrenls bring along warm air.

= Sea also means winters are mild.

Consider effects on EASTERN
ANATOLIA'S climate:
* Higher elevations mean colder
temperatures.
Higher elevations also mean
precipitation is often snow.

Mountains create a rain shadow
effect, with most moisture falling
on the side facing the wind.
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Warm-up:

Middle East Map Quiz # 1




Name (=T

The Eastern Mediterranean

Section 1

1. The Eastern Meditesranean's physical fsatures inchade the Bospons, the Dead

Spa, rivers, MOoUNtains, deserts, and plains.

2. The reion's limats is mosthy dry with it vegetation.
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mingsals and the avadability of water,

Key Terms and Places

Dardamelles Doady of waker thal connects the Sea of Marmars and the Medilenmanen
Sea: part of the narrow waterway that separates Emrope and Asia
Bosporus body of water that conmects the Black Se3 and the Sea of Marman: part of

the narrow waterway thal separates Furope and Asta

Jordan Rives fiver Lat begins in 5rii and Mows soah theviagh s and fordan,

finally emptying into the Desd Se

Dead Sea Ipwest point om any continent and the world’s saltiest body of water
Syvian Desart 2 desert of rock and gravel covering much of Syria and lordan

Section Summary

PHYSICAL FEATURES

The Eastern Mediterranean is part of 2 larger
region called Southwest Asia, or the Middle Fas
The Deardanalles, the Bosporus, and the 5e3 af
Marmara separate Europe (rom Aska A small pan
uf Thttkey lien in Biarope. The larger Asian pant of
Tiarkey is called Anatolia.

Th Jordam River flows from Syris 1o |smacd amd
ardan, then enepties mio he Dead Sea, the world's
saltiest body of waler.

Twao mountain systems stretch across Turkey. The
Poevtic Mown b bie i the morth, and the Tmgms
Mountains e m the south. A narrow plain mens from
Tuerkiey inlo Sy, The Fuphrates Bmer Bows south-
et theough this plain, Hills, valleys, and plileais
are located farther mland. Two mountsin rdges rum
mowrti-sonth. One mins from Sytis theomph western
Ronctan. Thee odher runs theongh Letamon and frael
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Interaciae Beader and Shudy Coade
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Seciion |, continued

CLIMATE AND VECETATION
Tha Eastern Mediterrancan i 3 mostly dry mgion.
However, thene are important variations. Tarkey's
Black Sea coast and thie Mediterrancan coast 1o
narthern bsrael have 3 Mediterranean climate.
Cnaral Syria and lands Grther somh have 3 desert
climaate. Much of Turkey has 3 sieppe climate, and a
stmsalll area in the northeast has a humid sultropicdl
clamalke.

The diriest areas are the deserts, The Syrian
Diesert covers much of Symia and lordan. The Megev
Diesert lies in southern lsrael

MATURAL RESDURCES
Bocause the region s 50 dry, walir is 2 valable
resomrce. Commercial Erming relies on imigation
Subsistence Farming and hending takes place in
drer areas.

Many minerals, inchading sulfur, meroary, snd
coper, are found in the Fegon. Phosphates ane
produced in Syria, bosdan, and [srad They ife nsed

1o muke fertilizers. The area also exports asphal, the

dark tarfike materisl used to pave stroels.

CHALLENGE ACTIVITY

Gordle B woweh s

that desribe some of e &
lerem dimaies i e coviern
M.

Whst misral rrusroe: s famd
i regien?

critical Thinking: Drawing Inferences Based on what you've learmed
shout the climates in the Fastern Mediterraneas region, write an essay
describimg which incation you think would be best for farming and why.
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